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COUNCIL OF THE GREAT CITY SCHOOLS 

Subcommittee on Membership  

2024-2025 

Subcommittee Goal 

 To review criteria and applications for membership, and recruit and retain members. 

Chair 

Shavonna Holman, Omaha School Board 

Members 

Roger Leon, Newark Superintendent 

Joyce Wilkerson, Philadelphia School Board 

Ex Officio 

Marcia Andrews, Palm Beach County School Board 
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COUNCIL OF THE GREAT CITY SCHOOLS 

Membership by Region  

March 2025

East (E) Midwest (MW) Southeast (SE) West (W) 

Boston Arlington (TX) Atlanta Albuquerque 

Bridgeport Aurora Baltimore Anchorage 

Buffalo Austin Birmingham Fresno 

Cincinnati Chicago Broward County Hawaii 

Cleveland Dallas Charlotte Las Vegas 

Columbus Denver Charleston Long Beach 

Dayton Des Moines East Baton Rouge Los Angeles 

Detroit El Paso Guilford County Oakland 

Newark Fort Worth Jackson Phoenix 

New York City Houston Jacksonville Portland 

Philadelphia Indianapolis Lexington (KY) Sacramento 

Pittsburgh Kansas City Little Rock San Diego 

Providence Milwaukee Louisville San Francisco 

Rochester Minneapolis Memphis-Shelby Cty Santa Ana 

Toledo Oklahoma City Miami-Dade County Seattle 

Omaha Nashville Washoe County 

San Antonio New Orleans 

St. Louis Norfolk 

St. Paul Orlando 

Tulsa Palm Beach 

Wichita Puerto Rico 

Richmond 

St. Petersburg 

Tampa 

Washington D.C. 

Winston-

Salem/Forsyth County 

15 21 26 16 
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CURRENT MEMBER APPLICATIONS
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September 12, 2024 

 

Dear Dr. Hart,  

Thank you for inviting us to submit a formal membership request to the Executive Committee of the 

Council of the Great City Schools. We are honored that the Madison Metropolitan School District 

(MMSD) has been given this opportunity and are greatly interested in becoming a member of your 

organization.   

MMSD is the second largest school district in the state of Wisconsin and serves more than 25,200 

students across 52 schools. MMSD is located in the City of Madison, which is home to approximately 

270,000 people. The city is expected to grow by another 100,000 people by 2050. 

Our student demographics are diverse with approximately 60% of our students identifying in a state-

defined racial category. In 1970, that number was 13%. Our demographic breakdown is: 

Black/African-American   18% 
Asian     7% 
Hispanic/Latino    25% 
White      39% 
Two or more races    10% 
American Indian/Alaskan Native  less than 1% 

 

Of this, 16% of students receive special education services, 47% are economically disadvantaged and 

27% are English language learners. Twenty-three of our schools offer bilingual classes.  

Having served on the Council’s Executive Committee, I am familiar with the valuable work the Council 

does to support the educational needs of our Urban youth through legislation, research and media 

relations. I have seen and experienced first-hand the powerful impact the Council has had and will 

continue to have on ensuring students receive the education they deserve to help them be successful.  

MMSD’s commitment to students’ education, racial equity and inclusion, along with our diverse 

demographics and vision that every school will be a thriving school that prepares every student to 

graduate ready for college, career and community align well with the Council’s work. I am hopeful that 

MMSD can join the Council as its 79th urban school district member.  

Please reach out to us if there are further questions or additional information is needed. We look 

forward to hearing the Committee’s decision. 

In partnership,    
 
  
   
 
Joe Gothard, Ed.D.   Nichelle Nichols 
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Superintendent    President, Board of Education 
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